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He that is firſt in his own Cauſe ſeemeth juſt, but his Neigh- 
' bour cometh and ſcarcheth him. Prov, xviii. 17. 
Open Rebuke is better than ſecret Love. Prov. xxvil. 5. 
Shall not the Fudge of all the Earth do right ? Gen, xviii, 25. 
The Lord is righteous in all hi. Ways, Pal. cxlv. 17. 
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—  T I E R 
TO THE | 
Rev. Mr. COLLIER. 


REVEREND StR, 


EIN an car-witneſs of your doctrine, 
REESE which you delivered on the 30 of 
January laſt, and perceiving that it 
Was deſigned as an Anſwer to my 
eu Year*s Gift, it hath occaſioned my 
reſearching the holy ſcripture upon that topic. 
And. the more I have reſearched and re-examined 
the holy ſcriptures, the more I am confirmed in 
my former opinion, that God does not puniſh one 
generation for the ſins of another, 
I therefore intreat your patience, (at leaſt: for 
one half hour) and beg that you would not think 
me deſtitute of common modeſty, while I am 
pointing out to you what 1 apprehend to be your 
miſconſtructions and miſapprehenſions of ſome pa'- 
ſages of holy writ, which you mentioned in your 
ſermon. | 
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To things, Sir, embolden me in this undertak- 


ing; the one is, that the matter in controverſy be- 


twixt us, no ways concerns church-governors, nor 


church- government. Papacy, prelacy, preſbitery, 
and N remain juſt as they are, on 
which ſide of the queſtion ſoever the truth may 
be ſuppoſed. to lie or appear. 3 
But that which inſpires me with the greateſt 
courage and comfort, is a firm perſuaſion of mind 
that my cauſe is good; for (if I deem right) 
the matter in controverſy between us is the very 


fame that was (in days paſt) between almighty God 


and the rebellious houſe of 1rael, who uſed this 
ſour proverb, that be father*s had eaten ſour grapes, 
and the childrens teeth were ſet on edge. And as al- 
mighty God ſaid that they ſhould have no occafron to 
uſe this proverb in Iſrael, for the fame reaſon I think 
it ought not to be in our Britifþ Iſrael, and there- 
fore I am reſolved to do all I can to prevent its be- 
ing proclaimed in the ſtreets of our Engliſh Zion. 
Thus (to my inexpreſſible joy of heart) I find my 
ſelf on the Lord's fide. > % 

The matter in diſpute between us is this; Taſ- 


ſert from the preſs, that almighty God never did 


nor never will puniſh one generation for the fins 
of another, and you aſſert from the pulpit that 
God may juſtly ſometimes puniſh wicked children 
for their forefathers ſins. $ | 
Having thus fairly ſtated the matter in contro- 
verſy between us, I come now to the main buſineſs 
which I intend, which is to point out to you what 
I apprehend to be your miſrepreſentations of ſeve- 
ral texts of ſcripture in favour of your doctrine. 
And I ſhall begin where you begun, even with 
your text; our fathers have ſinned and are not, and we 
have born their Iniguities. Lam. v. 7. I remember 
you thus gloſſed upon the words: Our fatbers bave fin- 
ned and are net, that is, they are dead, they were not 


„ 
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1 
niſhed for their fins; but we their children, we 
ave been puniſhed, we have born their iniquities. 
I have heard of one man who thought you very happy 
in the choice of your text, and ſaid (not for want of 
ignorance) that the bare reading of the text was 
ſufficient to prove the doctrine; and if your gloſs 
on the words were as true as the lively oracles of 
God, I ſhould be of the ſame opinion : but, Sir, I 
think your gloſs upon the words of your text to 
be very foreign to the words, and alſo to the ſenſe 
and meaning, of them. In order to diſcover the 
true import and meaning of the words, and make 
it plain to the meaneft capacity, I will reſolve theſe 
four queries. . Who the fathers were that had 
finned and were mt adh, Who the children were that 
bore their miquities ? zd, How and after what fort and 
manner they did bear their fathers iniquities ? and 
4thly, the nature of the words themſelves, and the 
intention and defign of the prophet in uſing 
them. 
But before I reſolve theſe queries, I ſhall premiſe, 
that the book of Lamentarions is a mournful inſtructive 
poem, which the prophet Feremiab wrote (for the 
earning of the Jem) concerning the Bachloniſb cap- 
tivity, and the words under conſideration relate to 
the full accompliſhment of that captivity, as appears 
from theſe words in the fifth and ſixth verſes : our 
necks are under per ſecutiom, we labour and have no reſt ; 
we have given the band to the Egyptians and Alſyrians 
to be ſatisfied «with bread, And this brings me to 
the firſt query, Who the fathers were that had Ainned 
and were not? My anſwer is, the Fews that periſhed 
by the famine, ſword, and peſtilence, in the lon 
and ſtrait ſiege of Jeruſalem and the cities of Judab. 
Theſe were the fathers that had ſinned, in forfak- 
ing the Lord, and refuſing to return; dt they 
mocked the meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed bis words, 
and miſuſed bis prophets, until the wrath of the Lord 


aroſe 
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arbſe againſt bis people „ till there was 10 FLY 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. Thus the fathers that had in 
ned and were not, were ſo far from not being pu 
niſhed (as you gloſſed upon the words) that t by 
died in and for their iniquities. 

The 24 query is, Who the children were that bore 
their iniquities ? I anſwer, the ſmall remnant that 
eſcaped the famine, ſword, and peſtilence; theſe 
were the children that bore this iniquiſies, as is ma- 
nifeſt from the words both before and after the 
text; where it is ſaid, that their nects were under 

perſecution, that they had no reft, and that ſervants ruled 
over them, and that hey got their bread in the peril of 
their Irves. Theſe things muſt refer to the remnant 
that eſcaped, according to. the word of the pro- 
phet, except the Lord of hoſts bad left unto us a very 
nal remnant, we ſhould have been as Sodom. Iiai. i. 9. 

The 34 query is very pertinent and important, 
How and after what fort and manner they bore their 
fathers iniguities? I anſwer, they bore the ſins of 
their fathers upon the ſhoulders of their own prac- 
tice. There is no occaſion to depart from the let- 
ter of the text, and contlude that they bore the 


puniſhment of their fathers fins; (this, Sir, was 


your concluſion} but alas, Sir, they bore the fins 
_ themſelves; they were laden with their fathers 
ſins. And here I ſhall point out two things; 1f, 
that my concluſion exactly agrees with the ſcrip- 
ture-language ; and adh, prove my concluſion true 
from plain hiſtorical facts recorded in the ſcripture. 
I degin with the t: it agrees with the ſcripture- 

ſtile and language. The ſcripture frequently does 
repreſent ſin as a burden, and ſinners as laden with 
it. Thus the apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of filly women that 
were laden with fins, being led away with divers luſts, 


2 Tim. iii, 6, and the ever bleſſed Jeſus invites poor 
ſinners to him, as being beavy laden, Mat. xi. 28. and 


the pſalmiſt _ mine iniquities are us over bead 
ad © 


650 
head as a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. Pſal. 
XXXVIll. 4. The proto-martyr Stephen, diſputing 
with his adverſaries, ſays of Iſrael, that they took up + 
the tabernacle of Moloch, and the flor of their God 
Remphan, Als. viii. 43. and he that takes up a bur- 
den is in a fair way to carry it. And the prophet 
Amos ſaith, that they bore this ſin which Sterben 
faith they took up, in theſe words, but ye have born the 
' tabernacle of your Moloch, Amos v. 26. This con- 
cluſion agrees with the {cripture-language. And 
this ſhews (as leaſt) a probability that it may be true. 
But I will go yet farther, and reduce this probability 
to a real certainty, by proving by hiſtorical facts 
from the ſcripture- record, that they did bear their 
fathers iniquities in their own practice. The xlivth 
chapter of Jeremiah is one continued proof of this. 
The firit verſe ſhews that the word of the Lord 
came to the prophet Jeremiah concerning. the 
Jews that had eſcaped the famine, ſword, and peſti- 
Jence, in the ſiege of Feruſalem, and which fled to 
Egypt and other places; and then follows the word 
of the Lord in theſe words, thus ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts, the God of Ijrael, ye have ſeen all the evil that J 
have brought upon Jeruſalem, and upon all the cities of 
Judah; and bebold this day they are a deſolation, aud 110 
man dwelleth therein: becauſe of their wickedneſs which they 
gave committed, to provoke me io anger in that they 
den to burn incenſe and to ſerve other Gods, Thus, 
Sir, they had ſeen how their fathers bad finned and 
were not, and yet ſo ſtupid were they as to bear 
their fathers ſins in their own- practice, as is mani- 
_ Feſt from theſe words in the 7h and 80 verſes ; there- 
fore thus ſaith the Lord, the God of hoſts, the God of 
T1frael, wherefore commit you this great evil againſt your 
' fouls, io cui off from you man and woman, and child and fuck- 
ling out. of Fudah, to leave you none to remain; in that 
Je provoke me to wrath with the works of your hands, 
burning incenſe unto other Gods in the land of Egypt, whi- 
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tbor ye be gone to dwell, Thus they bore the fins of 
their fathers in the land of Egypt, and fully re- 
ſolved not to throw it off from their ſhoulders, | 
as is manifeſt from their wicked words to the pro; | 
Phet which they expreſs thus, as for the word which | 
#hou haſt ſpoken nnto us in the name of the Lord, we will not 
bearten unto thee : bout we will certainly do whatſoever 
thing goeth forth ont of our own mouth, to burn inceuſe 
unto the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings 
unto her, as we have done, we and our fathers, our 
kings and our princes, in the cities of Fudah and in the 
fireets of Feruſalem. Hence learn, that although 
their fathers bad finned and were not, yet their fins 
lived in their children's practice. And theſe are 
the very perſons mentioned in your text, as 1s plain 
from the words before your text, where the pro- 
phet ſpeaketh of the ſame perſons, wwe bave given 
the hand to the Egyptians, and io the Aſſyrians, 10 be 
ſatisfied with bread. | 
The 4th and laſt query is, Of what nature the 
words are, and the deſign of the prophet in uſing 
of them ? To which I anſwer, that the words are 
not a complaint that they were puniſhed for their 
fathers ſins, but a complaiat againft the children for 
living in their fathers fns, when their fatbers had ſin- 
ned and were not; and the deſign of the prophet was to 
awaken them out of their fatal ſtupidity. Our 
fathers have ſinned and are not: O awakening ſen- 
tence! as if the prophet ſhould ſay, What, will you 
live in the fins that were the death of your fathers, 
will you bear your fathers iniquities which bore your 
fathers out of the world, under the tokens of the 
divine diſpleaſure? If you bear your fathers iniqut- | 
ties, you ſhall bear your fathers plagues. And that 
the prophet thus reaſoned with them, 1s plain from 
his own words, which he ſpake unto them in the 
name of the Lord. I ill puniſh them that dwell in 
the land of Egypt, as I baus puniſhed n 


| 
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2 by the famine, and by the peſtilence. So that 

the remnant of Fudah, which are gone into the 
land 2 to ſojourn there, ſpall eſcape or remain, Jer. 
xliv. 13. 14. 

I think. it is more than probable, that the pro- 
phet wrote the book of his Lamentations before the 
captivity ; for having the ſpirit of prophecy, he 
foreſaw all the evil before it came to paſs. This 
mournful inſtructive poem ſeems to be written up- 
on the death of Zofiab, as appears from theſe words, 
and Feremiah lamented for Joſiab, and all the ſinging 
men and the ſinging women ſpeak of Fofiah in their liner 
tations to this day, and made an ordinance in Iſrael : and 
behold they are written in the Lamentations, 2 Chron. 
XV. 25, The prophet firſt ſings Feruſalem tribu- 
tary, and then deſolate, and in the fifth chapter 


he ſings the ſtate and condition of the remnant that 


eſcaped ; and in text he ſeverely reproves their ſtu- 
n in bearing their fathers iniquities, after 
eir fathers had periſhed in them. One thing 
more I wil! juſt hint, viz. that although the term 
we does generally include the perſon ſpeaking, yet 
it does not always, do ſo ; as for inſtance, the a 
{tle Peter was not a gentile, although ſpeaking of 
the gentiles, he ſaith, we ſhall be ſaved even as they. 
Als xv. 11. Again, the Apoſtle Paul is long ſince 
fallen aſleep in Jeſus, notwithſtanding, he faith 
twice in one breath, we which are alive and remain 
emo the coming of the Lord, ſhall not prevent them that 
ure aſleep, 1 Thefſ. iv. 15, 17. Once more, the apo- 
ſtle James was no profane curſer of men, al- 


though ſpeaking of the evils of the tongue, he 


laith,. therewith curſe we men, Jam. ili. 9. So in 
hke manner the prophet is not included in the 
words of the text, for he did not worſhip the 


queen and hoſt of heaven, but the God of hea- 


ven. Nay, if your expoſition of the text be true, 
the prophet is ſtill to be excluded, or elſe your 
B rext 


Pe 


(10) | 
f text will prove too much for your purpoſe. For 
1 all you pleaded for in your doctrine, was, that 
| 4 wicked children were ſometimes puniſhed for their 
| 
| 


forefathers ſins ; and the prophet was not a wicked 
perſon, but a holy man of God, But if you are 
| yet perſuaded that your doctrine and expoſition of 
| the text be true, 1 entreat your. patience to bear 
F with me, while I point out ſome inconſiſtencies 
| | between your expoſition, and ſeveral paſſages in 
| the ſame poem. In the third. chapter and 42d 
verſe, the prophet is inſtructing them to confeſs 
their own ſins, in theſe words, we have tranſgreſſed 
and have rebelled, thou haſt not pardoned ; and in the 
fifth chapter, ver. 16. the crown is fallen from our 
bead, wo unto us that we have ſinned, Here their 
own ſins are pointed out to be the cauſe of their 
woe, therefore not their fathers. Moreover, their 
own fins being the cauſe of their woe, the prophet | 
teaches them that they had no cauſe to complain, ö 
in theſe words; wherefore doth a living man complain, 
a man for the puniſhment of his fins * Lam. iii. 39. 
Hence the prophet exhorts them in the following 
words to ſearch and try their ways, and turn again 10 
the Lord, and to lift up their heart with their hands 
unio God in the beavens, Theſe paſſages ſhew that 
they had finned, and that their {ins were the cauſe 
of their woe and puniſhment ; and if their own, 
then not their fathers. Nay, the prophet further 
lays, that it was the Lord's mercies they were not con- 
ſumed, Lam. iii. 22. which ſhews, that their own 
ſins were puniſhed leſs than they deſerved, which 
is inconſiſtent with being puniſhed for their fathers 
fins, their own. ſins being not puniſhed according 
to the full demerit of them. Thus, Sir, I have 
pointed out to you, what I think to be the true 
import and meaning of the words of your text, 
But whether I have over-reaſoned you from your 
own text, and fo overſhot you with your own 1 
at 
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that I do not determine; but modeſtly leave to 
the judgment of all that heard you, and that may 
read me. 
I ſhall next conſider your argument concerning 
the ſin of Manaſſeb, which the Lord would not pardon, 
2 Kings xxiv. 2. Becauſe the Babyloniſh captivity was 
many years after Manaſſeb's death, and declared 
to be for Manaſſeh's ſin, you inſinuated and argued, 
that it was for his perſonal diſobedience, and juſt 
read the ſcriptures where it is mentioned, and then 
ſaid you would not dwell upon it, ſeeing it might 
be urged, that it was ſin of the fame kind; and 
lo you diſmiſſed it, and went off to the reaſon of 
the ſecond commandment, which you thought a 
full proof of your doctrine. But, dear Sir, before 
I follow you thither, I thank you for your candid 
conceſſion in my favour, viz. that Manaſſeb's fin 
might be thought to be ſin of the ſame kind. This 
I confeſs, Sir, was the fineſt ſweeteſt flower of rhe- 
toric that I picked up in all your diſcourſe. I come 
now to ſhew what Manaſſeb's ſin was, and then to 
obſerve, that it was the darling ſin of the people 
of Judab and Feruſalem, that were deſtroyed and 
captivated by the Babylontans ;, and then I hope it 
will appear to the candid reader, that it was not 
Manaſſeb's perſonal ſin, but fin of the ſame kind, 
that procured Jeruſalem's deſolation. Manaſſab's fin 
conſiſted in idolatry and cruelty : his idolatry is ex- 
preſſed in theſe words; be did evil in the fight of the 
Lord, like unto the abominations of the heathen ;, for he 
built again the high places which Hezekiah bis father 
Had broken down, be reared up altars for Baalim, 
and made groves, and worſhipped all the hoſt of heaven, 
and ſerved them, And he built altars for all the hoſt of 
heaven in the two courts of the houſe of the Lord, 
2 Chron. xxxiii. 2, 3, 5. and this fin of Manaſſeb, 
was the darling ſin of the people of Judab and 
Feruſalem in Zedekiab's day, and was the cauſe of 
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| Feruſalem's deſtruction, as is manifeſt from theſe 
words ; moreover all the chief of the prieſts and the 
people tranſgreſſed very much after all the abommations 
of the heathen, and polluted the houſe of the Lord which 
he had hallowed in Feruſalem. Aud the Lord God of 
their fathers ſent to them by his meſſengers, becauſe he 
bad compaſſion on his people, and on his du elling- act. 
But they mocked the meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his 
words, and miſuſed his prophets, until the wrath of the 
Lord aroſe againſt his people, till there was no remedy. 
Therefore he brought upon them the king of the Chalates, 
who flew their young men with the ſtword, and had no 
compoſſion upon young man or maiden, old man, or bim 


that ſtocped for age, he gave them all into his hand, 


2 Chron. xxxvi. 14, 15, 16, 17. From hence it is 
manifeſt, that the deſtruction of Judab and Ferufa- 
lem was not for Manaſſets perſonal ſin, but for his 
ſin which lived in the chief of the prieſts and the 
7 long after Manajeb was dead and gone. 

obſerve further, that Manaſſeb was puniſhed in his 
own perſon for his own fin, as is manifeft from 
theſe words; and the Lord ſpake to Manaſſeb, and to 
his people, but they would not hearken , wherefore the 
Lord brought upon them the captains of the hoſt of the 
king of Aris, which took Manaſſeb among the thorns, 
and bound him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon, 
2 Chron, xxxill. 10, 11. And | obſerve further, 
that in his great fiction he greatly humbled himſelf 


| before God, and bowed the knee of his heart to God, 


and God was entreated of bim, and heard his ſupplica- 
tion, and brought him again to Jeruſalem, And may 
I not here turn the tables upon you, (tho I con- 
feſs it is a home bold ſtroke) and return your kind 
compliment with uſury, and ſay, one would think 
a man mutt be deſtitute of common ſenſe as well 
as of common modeſty, to aſſert that Jeruſalem's 
deſtruction was procured by, and was a puniſh- 
ment tor Manaſſeh's E wickedneſs, when 4 
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naſſeb I:mſelf was ſeverely puniſhed for his own 
fin, and in the fetters of his affliction he truly re- 
pented, and God owned him as a returning ſinner, 
and gave him” ſignal tokens of his favour, and 
cauſed him to re-mount his throne with honour 
and being re-eſtabliſhed on his throne, he gave 
flagrant proofs of the ſincerity of his repentance, 
in that he deſtroyed the monuments of idolat 

which he had formerly let up, and repaired the altar 


of the Lord, and offered thereon peace-offerings and 


thank-offerings, and did all he could to reform his 
people, in that he commanded them to ſerve the Lord 
God of Ifracl, 2 Chron. xxxill. 12, 14, 15, In a 
word, AManaſſeb lived and dizd in God's fear and 
favour ; all his ſins were pardoned ; for this is a 
rule with God, that when a wicked man turneth from 
his wicked ways, he fſhail ſave bis foul alive, Ezek. xviii. 
27. and this was verißed in Manas, b, for. he caft 
away all his tranſgreſſions, and ſo iniquity was not 
his ruin. How then could his fin be puniſhed * 
others, when it was forgiven to himſelf? 

But, Sir, I have heavy tidings to tell you, altho⸗ 
the king was a convert, the prieſts and the people 
were corrupt ſtill; idolatry was ſo knitted in the 
hearts of the prieſts and of the people, that no 
ſooner was Manaſſeb's head laid in the filent grave, 
but Amon his fon, with the prieſts and people, ſet. 
up idolatry with an high hand : his reign indeed 
was ſhort, as wicked kings often are. Then J, 
a pious youth, in the eighth year of his reign, and 
ſixteenth of his age, he began to ſeek the Lord God of 


bis father David ; and in the twelfth year he began to 


Purge Judab and Jeruſalem from the high places and 
carved images, and to deſtroy the monuments of idolatry 
throughout all bis dominions, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 3, 4, 6. 


And altho* he was a great reformer, yct 1t is evi- 
dent he could not reform the hearts of his people, 


altho it is fad of them, that all his days they de. 


parted 
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parted noi from following the Lord Cod of their fathers, 
2 Chron. xxxiv. 33. It is but too evident, that all 
this following of the Lord was nothing elſe but 
the form of godlineſs, the life and power of god- 
lines was wanting in them, as is manifeſt from the 
word of God which knew their hearts, as plainly 
appears from the words of the prophet ; the Lord 
faid alſo unto me in the days of Joſiah the king, haſt 
thou feen that which backſiiding Ijrael hath done! 
And yet for all this ber treacherous fiſter Judab hath not 
relurned unio me with her whole heart, but feignedly, 
faith the Lord. Ijrael hath * herſelf more than 
treacherous Judah, Fer. iii. 6, 10, 11. Thus the 
corrupt prieſts and people were corrupt ſtill, and 
to this the words of the hiſtorian ſeem to roſes : ; 
and like unto bim there was no king beſore him that 
turned uno the Lord with all his heart, and with, all 
his 22 and with all his might, according to all the 

law of Moſes, neither after him aroſe there any like 
him. Noiwithſtanding, the Lord turned not from the 
ferceneſs of bis great wrath wherewith bis anger was 


Lindled againſt Fudab, becauſe of all the provocations 


that Manaſeh bad provoked him <oithal, 2 Kings xxill. 


'25, 26. Hence obſerve, that Fefab was an {jra- 


elite indeed, in whom was no guile ; but with the 
prieſts and the people it was _—_ otherwiſe z they 
were treacherous, and turned but feignedly unto 
the Lord. Hence the anger of the Lord was 
kindled againſt Judab, becauſe they followed Zoftah 
with 01 lips, but the fin of Manaſſeb lay warm 
upon their hearts. It was not in Ze/ab's power to 
circumciſe their hearts to the Lord. Hence it 


came to paſs, that as ſoon as Jeſab's head was laid, 


the idolatry that glowed in their hearts under his 
reſtraining hand, broke out in a terrible flame; 
to which the words of another hiſtorian relate, all 
the chief of the prieſts and the peaple tranſgreſſed very 
much after all the qVominations of the heathen, and 2 
lule 
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luted the houſe of the Lord, 2 Chron, xxxvi. 14. This 
was immediately done upon 7ofahb's death. All his 
ſons that reigned after him did evil in the fight of 
the Lord, and walked not in the pious ſteps of 
their father, but in the way of Amon and Manaſſeh, 
(when he was an idolater ;) but the Lord had fill 
compaſſion on his people, and ſent his prophets to 
warn them of the impending evil; but the perſe- 
cuting prieſts mocked his meſſengers, deſpiſed his 
words, and miſuſed his prophets, until the wrath 
of God aroſe againſt his people, till there was no 
remedy : thus the provocations of Manaſſeb's ſins, 
that were acted over again by the chief of the 
prieſts and the people, long after the reformed 
Manaſſeb was dead, was the true and real cauſe of 
Frruſalem's ruin. To which the words of the afore- 
faid hiſtorian do relate; ſurely at the commandment of 
the Lord came this upon Fudah, to remove them out of 
bis fight for the fins of Manaſſeh according to all that 
he did, and alſo for the innocent blood that he ſhed ( for 
he filled Jeruſalem with innocent blood) which the Lord 
would not pardon, 2 Kings xxiv. 3, 4. Thus the fins 
of Manaſſeh, according to all that he did, were 
the daily practice of the prieſts and people, .and 
alſo ſhedding of innocent blood, which the Lord 
would not pardon ; and this innocent blood the 
hiſtorian puts to Manaſſeb's ſcore, and ſpeaks of it 
as of his act and deed, even the ſhedding of it; 
and well he might thus ſpeak, foraſmuch as Ma- 
naſſeb was the chief manager and ſetter of it up 
upon the death of his father. Hence it is ſaid, 
that he made Fudab to fin with his idols; and that be 
ſeduced them to do more evil, than did the nations whom 
the Lord deſtroyed before the children of Iſrael, 2 Kings 
xxi. 9, 11, No wonder then, that the hiſtorian 
ſcores it up upon Manaſſeb's tally ; for as Feroboam 
made Jfae! to fin, and the fin of the fame kind is 
called the ſin of Feroboam ſeveral ages ä 
when 
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when committed by his ſucceſſors; fo in like man- 
ner Manaſſeb made Judab to ſin; he ſeduced them 
to it, and ſo it is called his ſin, tho' others com- 
mitted it after he was dead and gone: and that the 
prieſts were the men that ſhed the innocent blood, 


which filled Jeruſalem, which the Lord would not 


pardon, will fully appear, becauſe it was the blood 
af innocent babes which were offered in facrifice to 
Moloch, as is plain from theſe words; alſo in thy 
frarts is found the blood of the fouls of the poor innocents, 
Fer. ii, 34. and that the human facrifices were all 
over Feruſalem, appears from theſe words; accord- 


ing 10 the number of the ſtreets of Feruſalem have ye ſet 


1p allars to that ſhameful thing, even altars to burn in- 
cenſe unto Baal, Jer. xi. 13. and that they burnt their 
children on the altars of Baa!, is plain from theſe 
words; and have filled this Place with the blood of in- 

nocents; they have built alſo the high places of Baal to 
burn their ſons with fire for burnt-offerings unto Baal, 
Fer. xix. 4, 5. The ſacred hands of the rieſts 
were concerned in this work of ſacrificing the ſons 
and daughters of the people unto devils, and ſhed inno- 
cent blood, even the blood of their ſons and of their daugh- 


ters, bow they ſacrificed unto the idols of Canaan, and 


the land was polluted with bleod, Pal. cvi. 37, 38. 

And I may add, that they ſhed the innocent 
blood of eee and A Mw men, that had 
courage enough to withſtand or reprove them. 
Urijab the prophet, tho' he fled into E ypt, they 
fel "bim thence and ſiet him; and his only crime was 
ſpeaking the truth in the name of the Lord, Fer. 
xxvi. 20, 21, 23. The prophet Jeremiab narrowly 
eſcaped with his life, more than once, out of the 
prieſts hands. The prieſts drew up their charge 


- againſt Jeremiab in theſe words to the princes of 


Fudab ; this man is worthy to die, for be bath prophe- 
fied againſt this city; but to the great mortification 
of the prieſts, the princes found him not guilty, 

Jer. 


CL 

Fer. Xi. 11, 15. Having thus pointed out the 
innocent blood which procured the deſtruction of 
Feruſalem, which the Lord would not pardon, 1 
come, tripping briſkly after you, up to the reaſon 
of the ſecond commandment z where I find you in 
the pulpit (where God ſhould always be glorified) 
expreſſing yourſelf thus: One would think that 
« a man muſt be deſtitute of common modeſty, 
ce to aſſert that the reaſon of the ſecond command- 
« ment does not imply, that God will ſometimes 
* puniſh wicked children for their forefathers ſins.” 
I looked upon it as a bluſtering expreſſion, and 
was ſoon convinced, that it was to ſupply the place 
of argument; for you only aſſerted, that the rea- 
ſon of the commandment fully proved your doc- 
trine, but never attempted (at leaſt in my hearing) 

to invalidate what I had ſaid to the contrary, 
Here I confeſs that I am not wholly deſtitute 
of. vanity, for I fancy myſelf triumphing in a clear 
field; you indeed drew near to the borders, looked 
over the hedge, and gave the bold author your 
kind blefling, in a big word or two, and ſo ſheered 
off, and never entered the field by way of reaſon 
and argument. This emboldens me to bid my 
performance God ſpeed, and wiſh it may do abun- 
dance of good in the world, upon the hearts and 
minds of all that have, or may hereatter read it. 
May it tend to eſtabliſh their hearts in the firm be- 
lief of theſe eternal truths ; that the judge of all the 
earth will do right ; that the Lord is righteous in all 
his ways, and holy in all his works ;, that the Almighty 
is excellent in power and in judgment, and in plenty of 
Juſtice be will not affliet, and may they therefore fear 
bim, and always remember, that every one of us 
muſt give an account of himſelf to God ; and may 
this influence them to prove their own works, that 
fo their rejoicing may be in themſelves, and not in 
Others. And thus I leave my unconfuted New 
= Year's 
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judges; and when the neareſt city was diſcoyered, 
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Year's Gift to ſhift for itſelf, and ſhall only add, 

that the Jatter part of the reaſon of the ſecond 
commandment, in theſe words, and fhewing mercy 
unto thouſands of them that love me, and keep my com- 
mandments, exactly agrees with my expoſition of the 
former part; for it is not thouſands of perſons only, 
but thouſands of generations of them that love 
God, that God ſhews mercy to. The meaning of 
the whole reaſon of the commandment appears to 
me to be this, viz. that God extends the riches of 
his goodneſs and long: ſuffering mercy unto them 
that hate him; and this rich forbearance of God 
to them that hate him, may ſometimes reach to 
the third or fourth generation ; but to them that 
love him, he ſhews mercy, not to the third and 
fourth generation only, but to thouſands of gene- 
rations ; that is, time immemorial. And this agrees 
with the words of the Pſalmift, be hath remembered 
his covenant for eder, the word which he commanded to 
a thouſand generations, Pſal. cv. 8. ſo that the righte- 
ous may in all ages ſay with Moſes, Lord, thou haſt 
been our dwelling-place in all generations, Pſal. xc. 1. 

they may exultingly ſay, as the bleſſed Mary did, 

bis mercy is on them that fear him from generation 10 
generation, Luke i. 50, 

There 1s another paſſage of ſcripture which you 
urged to prove your doctrine, which I confeſs I 
think but mere trifling in me to take any notice of 
but yet nevertheleſs, left you ſhouid think yourſelf 
neglected, I will take a brief furvey of it. It is 
the law of God to Yael, which ſtrictly injoined 
them to make the moſt diligent ſearch after all 
murderers and manſlayers; ſo that if a man was 
found ſlain in the diſtant fields, and it was a diſ- 
putable point which ciry was neareſt, the meaſuring 
line was to decide that controverſy. The perſons 
injoined thus to meaſure, were the elders and 


the 
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the elders of that city were to take an heifer, and 
ſtrike off her head, and all the elders of that city 
were to waſh their hands over the {lain heifer, and 
ſay, our hands have not ſhed this Pood, neither have 
our eyes ſeen it. Be merciful, O Lord, unto thy people, 
and lay not innocent blood unto their charge. And the 
blood ſball be forgiven them. So ſhalt thou put away the 
guilt of. innocent blood from among' you, when thou ſhalt 
do that which is right in the ſight of the Lord, Deut. xxi. 
I, 2, 3, 8, 9. The whole paſſage ſhews, that a ſtrict 
enquiry and diligent ſearch was to be made, in 
order to diſcover the manſlayer ; a folemn oath was 
taken by the elders, that they could not diſcover 
the guilty perſon or perſons ; they waſhed their 
hands over the heifer, in token of their innocency, 
and ſay, our hands have not ſhed this blood, Then 
they pray, that the innocent blood of the flain man might 
not be laid to their charge; whence you conclude, 
that they were liable to be puniſhed for the blood 
which they did not ſhed. Conſider, dear Sir, what 
ſhould God lay to their charge? It will be blaſphe- 
my to ſay, that God will accuſe them falſely, and 
lay the death of the ſlain man to their charge, 
whom they ſlew not. The truth of the matter, 
I think, Sir, lies here z namely, that it was the 
incumbent duty of the judges, elders, and citizens, 
to do all that lay in their power, to avenge the 
innocent blood that was ſhed upon him, or them 
that ſhed it ; and if they were careleſs and negligent 
in not detecting and diſcovering of murder, God 
might in this caſe juſtly lay the life of the mur- 
derer to their charge; = it is a great ſin to let a 
murderer live; it is a palpable breach of God's 
law, whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, by man ſhall his blood 
be ſhed, Gen. ix. 6. and this is (in my apprehenſion) 
plainly pointed out in theſe words, /o_/ſoalt thou put 
away the guilt of innocent blood from among you, when 
abon doſt that which is right in the fight of the 1 
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Now that which is right in the ſight of the Lord, 
is to put the murderer to death ; and by killing the 


* murderer, they put away the guilt of not avenging 


innocent blood, It was for this that the judges, 
elders and citizens, came forth to make the moſt 
diligent ſcrutiny and ſearch, in order to find our 
the murderer, that they might put him to death ; 

but in caſe the murderer was not diſcovered, there 
might be ſufficient cauſe to pray, that God would 
be merciful to them, and not lay the ſin of not 
avenging innocent blood to their charge, becauſe 
there might be ſome defects in their conduct, with 
relation to their ſearch after the murder; either it 
might not be ſo ſpeedily done as was needful, or 
not ſo ſtrict and extenſive, as was their duty to _ 


made it. The truth i is, Sir, that in our beſt 


formed duties, there is (at leaſt) the tincture of 
ſin, which is the iniquity of our holy things, which 


we have reaſon to pray may be forgiven. 


By this time, I preſume, you perceive the dif- 


ference between your apprehenſion and mine. You 
' conceive, that the citizens might be expoſed: to the 
wrath of God for the blood which others ſhed, and 
fo be puniſhed for the ſins of others; Ia hend, 


that the citizens might be expoſed to the divine 


diſpleaſure for their own fin, in not avenging the 


innocent blood upon the head of the murderer z 
or, in other words, in not doing all they could to 


find out and ſlay the murderer. I conclude this 
with appealing to your own conſcience, whether 


you think yourſelf an object of the divine diſplea- 


fare, upon ſuppoſition, chat undiſcovered murders 
have been committed in the town of Croydon within 


four generations laſt * 1 preſume, Sir, that 


you do not. 


I come now, Sir, to the application of your 
termon, in which you endeavoured to awaken your 
auditors to a lively ſenſe of their duty and danger; 


even 
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even to humble themſelves before God, and to 
ery mightily unto him for pardon, that the inno- 
cent blood ſhed in 48, might not be viſited upon 
us. And here, I confeſs, that your application 
keeps a due proportion with your doctrine, I 
look upon it to be juſt as ſcaſonable, as your doc- 
trine is reaſonable, I ſhall! take notice of ſome 
things which you delivered in your application, 
which I ſhall take the liberty to call your politicks. 
The firſt I chuſe to mention is this; In order to 
fix in our minds a ſenſe of our preſent danger, 
ariſing from king Chorles's innocent blood, you 
told us, that it ſtill cries for vengeance, the fourth 
generation not being yet paſt, Here, I obſerve, 
that you gave us a kind and pleaſant hint, that 
when the happy day ſhall dawn beyond the fourth 
generation, the danger will be all over, and the 
cry of the innocent blood will ceaſe : and here L 
give you hearty thanks for ſetting a door wide 
open to me, into which I willingly enter, and call 
my dear countrymen together, even the children 
in knowledge, that are not yet grown. to men in 
underſtanding, but childiſhly think that God pu- 
niſheth one generation tor the fins of another. 
Ho! all of you, draw near and give your atten- 
dance; I will feed you with milk, and not with ſtrong 
meat, ſeeing that you are not able to bear it; I bring 
you happy tidings, that the fourth generation from 
48, is long ſince gone and paſt, and upon the moſt 
moderate computation that can be made {(accord- 
ing to ſcripture- direction) we are at leaſt happily 
arrived into the ſixth generation; for the term 
generation, when uſed in ſcripture to meaſure 
time, always imports the period of time from 
father to ſon, or in other- words, the term of 
a man's life. Thus Solomon uſeth the word, ſaying, 
one generation paſſeth away, and another cometh, but 
the earth abideth for ever, Eccleſ. i. 4. and thus 3 
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children of the fourth generation ſat on the throne of 
Ijrael, 2 Kings xv. 12. And theſe four generations 
made 74 years and 6 months. But ſometimes one 
generation will be a longer term of time than all 
theſe 4 generations were; for a generation, as it 
is a meaſure of time, does not ſignitfy a fixed number 
of years, bur the term of a man's life or king's reign, 
and thus it comes to paſs, that one generation may 
be much longer than another; as for inſtance, 
one of the generations of Fehu's children was forty- one 
years, and another was but ſix months. 

From Abraham unto our Lord Jeſus Chriſt were 
forty-rwo generations, or ſorty-two lives of the 
heads of that family which our Lord ſprang from, 
Mat. i. 17. Some of theſe generations were 
much longer than others, for Manaſſeb reigned fit- 
ty-five years, and his ſon Amon reigned but two 
years. Thus from David to the captivity were 
fourteen generations, or fourteen ſucceſſions to the 
throne from father to ſon; ſo that a life upon the 
throne is reckoned a generation. And according 
to this rule, I think it may be proved (at leaſt as 
well as many things are proved on the thirtieth of 
Fanuary) that we are arrived at the lenth genera- 
tion, for the ſupream power of the nation ſhifted 
hands ſeveral times before the reſtoration. The 
armed force that killed the king held it for ſome 
time; after them Oliver Cromwell; after him his 
ſon Richard; after him the remains of the long 
parliment; and after them a ſelect- juncto or com- 
mittee of ſafety. But if all theſe are objected againſt, 


I think we are very ſaſe till, for if we reckon 


Charles the ſecond reigning from his father's dying, 
his reign is one generation; James the ſecond 
two; William and Mary three; queen Am four; 
king George the firſt five; and his preſent majeſty 
ſix, whom God long preſerve. Now, Sir, if ac- 
cording to your hint, the cry of innocent 1 

or 
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for vengeance ceaſeth at the end of the fourth ge- 
neration, then upon a moderate computation, the 
danger expired at queen Anrs death; and if fo, 
the firſt of Auguſt is a day much to be remembered 
upon more accounts than one. For according to 
a prediction which was fathered upon an old ſtone- 
horſe (ſomewhere. about Londen, ) 
When the race of the Stewarts ended, 
| Our bad times mcnded. 
According to the words of the merry poet: 
Great George proclaim'd, diſſalv'd the ſpell, 
Of France, end Rome, and Hell, 
And ever ſince their projects have fell. 

I come now to a very remarkable interrogation 
you made to us 1n theſe words: How can we cer- 
tainly Know that that dog that gave the fatal 
ſtroke, that his blood was ſhed, and it it were, 
what was his blood worth? Dear Sir, what ſhall 
I fay to theſe things for a pleaſant and profitable 
amuſement ? Let us ſuppoſe, that it you had preach- 
ed this ſermon at Mexico or Peru to a congregation 
of chriſtians; and a whole gang of heathen prieſts, 
out of curiofity had come to hear you, how would 
they have pricked up their ears, when you ſpoke 
of the worth of blood, and laid their heads toge- 
ther and agreed to wait on you in all their formali- 
ties, with a meſſage of thanks for eſtabliſhing the 
| baſis of their horrid rites of human facrifice ? 
Would you not have been ſurpriſed when the cheif 
pontiff in all his pontificalibuſſes had accoſted you 
in ſuch words as theſe? Sir, we crave leave to 
wait upon you with our hearty thanks for your good 
diſcourſe, particularly that part wherein you touch- 
ed upon human blood. You well obſerved, what 
Lua his blood worth? not much indeed Sir; but the 
blood of innocents which we offer to the Almighty 
1s of great value. We have often had experience 
that he hath been prevailed upon to give us reſt 
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from our enemies, and fruitful ſeaſons, when we have 


offered up'to him ſuch ſacrifices. Nay, there is an 


account in an old writing, (which ſome of you 
chriſtians ſeem to prize very much) of a potent 
king of Moab, when a confederate army invaded 


his land, and were too hard for him, that he offered 


up his own ſon, that ſhould have reigned after bim, and 
the happy event was, that the Almighty was pacified, 


and bis enemies departed from bim, 2 Kings in. 27. 


Many of our anceſtors were ſufferers by a vagabond 
fort of people, that ſprang from one Abraham, who 
led the pilgrim fort of life, and a conſiderable time 


after his death, his poſterity went down into Egypt, 


and ſojourned there many years, and then came 
out under the conduct of one Maſes with a very 
high hand, and after a jaunt of forty years in the 


wilderneſs, Maſes died, and one Fofhun ſucceeded 


him in the government, who with arts and arms 
made a vaſt deſtruction among our anceſtors, pre- 
tending that God had ſent him againſt us, becauſe 
we offered our children up in ſacrifice; but they 
were ſoon convinced of their error, and came into 
our meaſures and offered their ſons and their 


daughters in facrifice as well as we. Nay, they 
ſoon learned to ſing with the beſt of us, wherexorrh 
ſhall I come before the Lord and bow myſelf before the 


hiph God? ſhall I give my firſt born for my tranſgreſſion, 
- fruit of my kd for the fin of my ſoul ? There were 


a few nonconforming prophets among them, who 
faid that God did not defire ſuch hot ſervice at 
their hands, and would fain have made them be- 
lieve, that God only required of them to do juſtly, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with God. Micah vi. 
8. but the people had more prudence than to liſten 


to ſuch louſy fellows as they were. Once upon a 


time a ſcrovy prophet aroſe among them, and 


found great fault with their hives and conduct; but 


the people laid their en * and unani- 


mouſiy 
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mouſly reſolved to ſmite him with the tongue, and not 
give heed to am of his words; and rendered theſe 
weighty Reaſons for their conduct; for the law 
ſhall not periſh from the prieſt, nar counſel from the wiſe, 
nor the word from the prophet. Jer. xvill. 18. and 
the propher, to be revenged of them, cried out, 
a wonderful! and horrible ing 7s committed in the land, 
the prophets propheſy falſely and the prieſts bear rule by 
their means, and the. people love to have it ſo, Ter. v. 
30, 31. We entertain great hopes, Sir, that you 
chriſtians will take the ſame rout that the [/razlites 
did, and be reconciled tous. Our hopes are increaſed, 
becauſe many of your prieſts bear rule by their means, 
and many of your people love to have it ſo, If we have 
not been miſinformed, ſome of your prieſts have 
bore ſuch a rule that by their means they have 
diſpoſed of crowns and kingdoms, have uncrowned 
kings, and overthrown emperors, nay, have mur- 
dered.kings, but not juſt in that manner as that 
vile dog did, which you ſpoke of, whoſe blood 
was little worth. Be pleaſed to conſider, Sir, we 
have all the marks of a true church, we have an- 
tiquity, we have authority, we have unity, we 
have miracles, we. have viſibility, we ſhine as kings 
in the world ; while the mean fellows that with- 
ſtand us, ſculk in corners , nay, they have of old 
wandered in deſarts, in dens, and caves of the earth, 
have been deſtitute, afflitted, tormented, have all the day 
long been accounted as ſheep for the ſlaughter. We have 
looked upon you chriſtians as mere libertines, who 
fondly imagine that the almighty is made up all 
of goodneſs ; but we hope we have been miſtaken 
in ſome. meaſure concerning you; we like your 
doctrine very well, that God puniſheth the ch1l- 
dren for their fathers ſins, for this ſhakes hands 
with our practice of offering up the children to 
make an atonement. for tle fathers ſins. If you, 
Sir, and the reſt -of your chriſtian brethren be 
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as near us in all your other ſentiments as you be 
in this, we hope there will be a ſpeedy accommo- 
dation brought about betwixt us. O Sir, which 
way would you have looked ? how could you have 
held up your head under the hearing of ſuch an 
harangue ? but let us call back our 1maginations 
from theſe heatheniſh regions, where Satan's ſeat is, 
and fancy ourſelves to be where we really are, in 
the happy iſle of Great Britain. May we rejoice 
and bleſs God that we were born in England, and 
not in India, may we from ſerious thought write 
down this concluſion in our own hearts ; that mur- 
derers are to be put to death, not becauſe there 
is worth or profit in their blood, not becauſe the 
Lord hath any pleaſure in the death of him that dieth, 
but becauſe the murderer may not have an oppor- 
tunity to repeat his wickednefs, and becauſe there 
is a demerit in their fin. For ſin being the worſt 
thing in the world, it is neceſſary that it ſhould 
meet with the worſt treatment; and chiefly that 
others may hear and fear, and do no more fo 
wickedly. I ſhall only to this topic further add, 
that if he that gave the fatal ſtroke could not be 
diſcovered, he could not be ſlain ; and conſequently 
the nation is guiltleſs as to that affair. As the civil 
magiſtrate is is not to bear the ſword in vain, fo 
likewiſe he is not to draw it, and thruſt it into the 
ſides of men at a venture. Surely he is not to act 
Solomon's mad-man, to ſcatter firebrands, arrows, 
and death, in a way of ſport. 

| You had one interrogation which I can for my- 
ſelf very readily anſwer to; How can we certainly 
know that our forefathers were mo ways concerned 
in bringing about the fatal event of that day? My 
anſwer is, that all my forefathers, both by fathers 
and mothers fide, had no hand againſt the king 
in all the troubles of that day ; and this I as cer- 
tainly know, as I can know any thing by a 
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How you yourſelf and the reſt of the audience may 
anſwer for yourſelves, I neither know nor care. 
You had another cloſe interrogation, which was, 
How can we certainly know that we ourſelves have 
not ſacrilegious goods in our poſſeſſion, that were 
taken away from thoſe that maintained the righ- 
teous cauſe ? Here, 1 confeſs, that the little ſilver 
that paſſeth thro' my hands in the way of commerce, 
I be not able to account what hands it hath paſſed 
thro*, or what vile purpoſes it hath ſerved a hun- 
dred years ago. I am very ſenſible that crue! de- 
vaſtations always accompany wars, more eſpecially 
civil wars; for that reaſon I ever did, and by 
the grace of God I hope ever ſhall, in the dif- 
charge of the miniſterial calling, put the people in 
mind, #o be ſubject to principalities and powers, to obey 
magiſtrates, to be ready to every good work, to ſpeak 
evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gently ſhewing 
all meekneſs unto all men; to ſtudy to be quiet and 
to mind their own buſineſs, that ſo they may 
lead quiet and peaceable lives in all godlineſ; and honeſty. 
I can remember you ſpoke with great aſſurance, 
that all the wars that we have been greatly bur- 
dened with, were occaſioned by the king's death. 
and here I take the liberty to interrogate with 
you, as you did us, How do you certainly know, 
that Lewis XIV. of France, would never have dil- 
turbed the repoſe of Europe, had it not been for 
the king's death? do you not certainly know, that 
the wars which we have engaged m have been 
general ones, in which the ſtates of Holland, and 
the princes of Germany, have bore a great part? J 
flatter myſelf, Sir, that you do not think that the 
ſtates of Holland, and princes of Germany, were pu- 
niſhed for our forefathers ſins, tho? you think we 
are. Do you not certainly know, that our wars 
have been defenſive ones, and that you your own 
ſelf have defended the juſtneſs of them (at leaſt 
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ſome of them) both from the pulpit and preſs, and 
and that in florid expreſſions ? therefore, Sir, (it 
you pleaſe) you may forbear ſuch confident aſſur- 
ances in things which cannot be certainly known 
without the divine revelation, at leaſt till you cer- 
tainly know that you are endued with a ſpirit of 
propheſy. | 
And as for the infamy of the nation abroad upon 
the ſcore of the king's death, (Which you ſadly be- 
wailed) J look upon it as a meer ſcare- crow and bug- 
bear to frighten filly people at home. I have 
often heard the complaint of this from ignorant 
people that know nothing of affairs abroad, but 


J never hcard it from a wiſe man till I heard it 


trom yourſelf. One would be apt to think, Sir, 
that if this fatal tragedy had fo deeply wounded 
the nation's honour, 1t would have done it at firit, 
while the matter was freſh in all mouths and memo- 
ries, But what man knows not (that knows any thing 
of the hiſtory of thoſe times) that even Oliver 
Cromwel/*s name, and the Eugliſb nation, were men- 
tioned in all the courts of Europe, with terror, 


fear, and awe, and not with ſhame and deriſion? 


According to the beſt information I can get, there 
is more talk of the nation's infamy on one thirtieth 
of January here at home, than there has been in 
all rhe nation's abroad ever ſince the horrid fact was 
committed. 
In a word, Sir, the whole of your application 
confirms me, that the doctrine that I have expoſed 
in my New Yevpr's Gift, is falſe in fact, and evil in 


its tendency ; and I think you are a remarkable 


inſtance of the truth of this, and pray you to take 
my obſervation in good part. On the 9th of Fa- 
u4ary 1739, then you preached the truth as it is 
in Fejus, then your doctrine was according to god- 
lincſs, then you earneſtly exhorted your hearers 
ro reform their lives, and to put their confidence 
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in God for ſucceſs and ſafety, and in the twenty- 
third page of your ſermon you have theſe very ju- 
dicious expreſſions; “ The only danger we have 
« to fear, is that which comes from ourſelves, from 
our own fins and unworthineſs, from our ungra- 
titude and unthankfulneſs, and abuſe of many 
&« deliverances hitherto wrought for us. But it 
4 our iniquities do not ſeparate between us and 
„% our God, if our ſins do not hide his face 
from us, if we humble ourlelves after a godly 

fort, and truly and pioufly anſwer the end of 
this day's folemn appointment, by a thorough 
« and general humiliation and fincere repent- 
+ ance, teſtified by the genuine fruits of it; then 
| humbly hope, there is no danger, but God 
will be ready to hear us and to help us.” But 
on the goth of January laſt, when you-had a goth 
of January turn to ſerve, and which you had a 
will to ſerve to the utmoſt, then you unſaid all 
thele things over again ; then (after giving us 
a gloomy proſpect of the preſent poſture of af- 
fairs) you found great danger ariſing from a 
very diſtant quarter, even from our forefathers 
ſins in 48. But the beſt defence that can (I think) 
be made for you is, that thele things were ſpoken 
by you on the 30% of January, in order to ſerve 
a January turn, and that they keep a, due pro- 
portion to all the reſt of the Gay. --- 

One thing you mentioned concerning the great 
evils, which the death of the King brought upon 
us, is to me very ſurpriſing, even the fight of the 
royal family into popiſh conntries, where they 
learned to be popiſhly affected. One would think 
from thele expreſſions, that you deſigned to make 
us believe (in caſe we knew no better) that they 
were the children of f.aunch proteſtants, and 
had been ſtrictly educated in the proteſtant religion 
from the very breaſt; but alas, Sir, the caſe is quite 


different; 
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different ; their royal mother was a zealous papiſt, 
and had brought them up in her own religion. So 
that in all probability they ſucked in popery with 
their mothers milk ; and thus, Sir, while you are 
clambering up to the top of the tree and pointing 
out danger to us from the flight of the royal bro- 
thers, I intreat you to make haſte and come down, 
for behold the ax is laid at the root of the tree. 
Our wiſe legiſlators have laid the ax of a penal 
law at the root of popiſh marriages, ſo great was 


the danger of popiſh marriages in their eyes, - that 


they thought it needful ro exclude a proteſtant 
heir from the throne, in caſe he ſhould marry a 
papiſt. They ſeem to fear that a popiſh Dalla 
might render the ſtrongeſt proteſtant Sampſen into 
the hands of her friends, when ſhe had firſt made 
him weak as another man. Thus they ſee great 
danger where you gave us not the leaſt hint. But 
I do not wonder at your not mentioning any dan- 
gers ariling from popiſh. marriages, for that would 
not have beautified the January turn that you were 
ſerving. But, Sir, if this penal law which paſſed 
in the brave Milliam's day, had paſſed long before, 
even in Elizabeth's day, who can tell, what good 
effect it might have produced; it might peradven- 
ture have blunted the edge of the king's keen paſ- 
ſion towards a popiſh lady, mere than his love for 
the proteſtant cauſe, It might perhaps have cauſed 
him to forego a popiſh lady, rather than to run the 
deſperate riſk of foregoing three kingdoms, eſpe- 
cially if we conſider how great a lover he was of 
rule and dominion. However, this is apparent, that 
all his warm zeal for the proteſtant cauſe, and all 
his pious care to ſupport 1t, were not armour proof 
againſt the charqs of a popiſh lady. Nay further, 
it, did not hinder him trom entering into ar- 
ticles of marxiage, wherein he gave conſent that 
his children ſhould be trained up in the popiſh re- 
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ligion, till they came to a conſiderable age, thus 
it happened to the king according to the true pro- 
verb; viz, ** That they that go to Rowe, muſt 
« do as they do at Rome.” He that goes to Rome 
for a wife may expect his children's minds to be 
poiſoned with popiſh principles, and their lives 
with popiſh practices, and how could it be other- 
wiſe, conſidering what a zealot the queen was for 
the popiſh religion? She conſequently had a tribe 
of popiſh zealots near her royal perſon, and con- 
ſidering how much the proſperity of the popiſh 
cauſe depended on the children's being papiſts, they 
would no doubt take effectual care to make them 
ſo. They would (if poſſible) inſtil popery into their 
Joints and marrow, theſe children of this world would 
be ſo wiſe in their generation, as to make hay while 
the ſun ſhone, and to double their diligence, know- 
ing their time was ſhort, ſo that when the time of 
popiſh tutorage was expired, the words of the pro- 
phet might be applicable unto them. Car the 
Ethiopian change bis ſkin or the leopard his ſpots ? for 
according to the words of the. poet, 
Youth is like wax, the firſt. impreſſion takes, 

Happ is he where virtue firſt it makes. | 

For theſe reaſons, I cannot help thinking but that 
the royal brothers were very dull ſcholars, if they 
had popery to learn when they fled for refuge. 

l I obſerve, that the penal law againſt popiſh mar- 
riages, is not againſt the exportation of popery, 
but againſt the importation of it. I ſhall leave 
others to think as they pleaſe ; but for my own 
part, I ſhall always give my vote, that popiſh 
flights may be regiſtered among{t proteſtant bleſ- 
ſings. According to my fixed principle, I leave 
others to judge for themſelves; but for my own 
part, I have heard and read ſo much of popiſh 
cruelty and popiſh tyranny, that I hearuly wiſh 
| 7 that 
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that even the ſpirit of popery may have a long 
journey, a clear riddance, and no return, 


And now, before I ſhake hands, and take m 
leave with you, I would willingly fap the founda- 
tion of this doctrine, viz, that God puniſheth one 
generation for the fins of another; or according to 
the words of your doctrine, h God may juſtly pu- 
mſh wicked chilaren for their forefathers fins. I have 
heard ſay, that it is a maxim among phyſicians, 
that to find out the cauſe of a diſtemper ; is half the 
cure. I think I have found out the cauſe, at leaſt 
one cauſe, why many well-meaning people embrace 
this opinion; and I ſhall endeavour to remove the 
cauſe, by ſhewing the falſity of it; and then 1 
hope the effect will ceaſe. The cauſe I take. to be 
this; the not rightly diſtinguiſhing between ſuffer- 
ing, and puniſnment; but fondly thinking that all 
ſufferings are puniſhments ; ſo that whenſoever they 
ſce, or hear, or ſpeak, or think, or feel ſuffering, 
the notion of puniſhment preſently ſtarts up in 
their. minds, and they ſpeak and think of theſe 
ſufferings as puniſhments ; and obſerving, that 
theſe ſufferings flow from ſome miſconduct of their 


- fathers, they preſently. conclude, that they are 


puniſhed for their fathers fins. . But this is a falſe 
concluſion ; for altho' all puniſhment is ſuffering, 
it doth not thence follow, that all ſuffering is pu- 
niſhment. I obſerve, that many great ſufferers are 
not. in the leaſt degree under the divine diſpleaſure 


upon the account of their ſufferings, but quite the 


reverſe ; their ſufferings intitle them to the divine 
favour, as is plain from theſe words of Chriſt, Bleſſed 
are ye when men ſhall hate you, and when they hall ſepa- 
rate you from their company, and ſhall reproach You, and 
caſt out your name as evil for the ſon of man's ſake, 
Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for bebold your 
reward is great in heaven, Luke vi. 22. and to this 
— the words of the Apoſtle, Our light * 
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which are but for a moment, worketh for us a»far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
Such ſufferings are no puniſhments, but give pro- 
per cauſe for joy and rejoicing. Hence the firſt 
and beſt chriſtians ook -zoyfully the ſpoiling of their 
gobds, knowing that in heaven they had a betten and more 
enduring ſubſtance, Heb. x. 34. And I further add, 
that the greateſt ſufferings that ever were in the 
world, were not puniſhments to him that bare 
them; even he that bare our ſins in his own body upon 
the tree, who ſuffered for our ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt, 
that he might bring us to God. Whoſe ſorrow was 
like to his ſorrow ? Who can weigh or meaſure his 
ſufferings in the garden, when he was fore amazed 
and very heavy, and faid, A ſoul is exceeding ſor- 
rowful unto death ; when he was in an agony, and 
ſtweat, as it were, great drops of blood, falling from 
him unto the ground? Mark xiv. 33, 34. Luke xxii. 44. 
But in all theſe ſufferings our dear Lord was fo far 
from being under the divine diſpleaſure, or an ob- 
ject of his father's hatred, that he was an object 
of his love, according to our Lord's own words; 
therefore doth my father love me, becauſe I lay down my 
life, John x. 17. Hence the Apoſtle faith, hat he 
hath given himſelf for us an offering and a ſacrifice to © 
God, for a fweet-ſmelling ſavour, Eph. v. 2. Our bleſſed 
Lord, in all his ſufferings, could not be an object 
of his father's hatred, for theſe two reaſons ; 1}, 
becauſe all his ſufferings were acts of obedience to 
the will of his father; and ſurely the father could 
not be diſpleaſed with the fulfilling of his own will: 

and 2dh, the ſufferings of Chriſt intitle him to an 
infinite reward. Surely, faith Chriſt, my work is 
with my God, Iſa. xlix. 4. and for his dying work, 
according to the Apoſtle, he receives the greateſt 
. dominion ; as is plain from theſe words, he humbled 
himſelf, and became obedient unto death, even the death 

of the croſs, wherefore God hath highly exalted him 
and given him a name * is above every name, that 
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1 at the name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of things in 
1 heaven, and things on earth, and things under the cartb; 

5 and that every tongue ſhould confeſs, that Feſus Chriſt is 
| 1 Lord, to the glory of God the Father. The Lord Jeſus 
[i ſhall reap a rich harveſt of his ſufferings. Our Lord 
| never ſpeaks of his ſufferings as puniſhment, but as 
his labour and work; I have fimbhed the work which 
thou gaveſt me to do, Jobn xvii. 4. It is indeed a 
great truth, nay, it is the ſum and ſubſtance of the 
goſpel, that Chriſt died for our ſms; that be was 
wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our mi- 
guities; the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, and 
with bis ſtripes are we healed ;, that we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgrueneſs of fins, according to 
the riches of bis grace. But all this will not prove, 
that the Lord Jeſus was an object of the Father's 
| diſpleaſure ; for all this was done in obedience to 
| the Father's will. And that the Father was pleaſed 
| with the Son, in and for doing his will, is expreſſed 
in theſe words, Behold my fervant whom I uphold, mine 
elet? in whom my ſoul delighteth, Iſa. xlii. 1. In the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, the Father upheld him and 
ſuccoured him, and the Son foreſaw the Father 
always before his face ; the Father was on his right 
hand, that he fhould not be moved, As ii. 25. Theſe 

things are incompatible with hatred. _ | 

do verily believe, that there is a moral fitneſs 
in the ſufferings of the Son of God, but the moral 
fitneſs thereof is paſt our finding out; for without 
controverſy, great is the myſtery of godlineſs, God mani- 
feft in the fleſh, and juſtified in the ſpirit, May we not 
adoringly ſay, O the depth of the riches, both of the 
wiſdom and knowledge of God ! how unſearchable are bis 
judgments, and his ways paſt finding out ! Rom. xi. 33. 
But the things which wwe know not now, toe ſhall know 
hereafter, when the myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed ;, then 
ſhall we ſee as we are ſeen, and know as we are known, 
and clearly apprehend that for which we are rien, 
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of Chriſt Fefus. O how will our hearts burn within 
us, when our exalted Lord and head ſhall praiſe his 
Father in the midſt of his great congregation ! 
The ſufferings of this preſent life are of three 
kinds, The firſt are thoſe which come from the 
ſin-avenging hand of God; of this fort was the 
deſtruction of the old world by water, and the 
overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire. A ſecond 
kind of ſufferings are thoſe which are as uſcſul phy- 
ſick for our diſtempered minds; and of this fort 


3 


are the main body of the ſufferings of this preſent 


time, which God in his wiſe and good providence 
brings upon us; and he doth it for our profit, hat. 
we may be partakers of his holineſs, Heb. xii. 10. The 
third and laſt kind of ſufferings are» thoſe that in- 
title the ſufferers 40 an exceeding and eternal weinht of 
glory. Of this fort are all the ſufferings which we 
ſuſtain in and for well-doing. This is plain from 
the words of Chriſt ; Bleſſed are ye when men frail 


revile you, and perſecute you, and ſay all manner of evil 


agar you falſely for my ſake. Rejoice and be exceecing 
glad; for great is your reward in heaven ; for ſo perſe- 
cuted they the prophets which were before you, Mat. v. 
11, 12, Hence the Apoſtle faith, Rejoice, in as 
much as ye are partakers of the ſufferings of Chriſt ; 
that when bis glory ſhall be revealed, ye may be glad alſ5 
with exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of 
Chrift, happy are ye; for the ſpirit of glory and of God 
reſteth upon you, f any man ſuffer as a chriſtian, let 


him not be aſhamed, but let him glorify God on this be- 


balf, 1 Pet. iv. 13, 14, 16. 

Thus, Sir, I hope I have given proof, that many 
ſufferings are not puniſhments. I further hint, that 
ſufferings agree very well with a probation-ſtate ; 
and ſuch our preſent life is. I conclude therefore, 
that if all well-meaning perſons did rightly diſtin- 
guiſh between ſuffering and puniſhment, they would 
learn with the Apoſtle, in every ftate therewith to be 

content, 
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„ content, and forbear to ſing with the forbidden tune, 
| The fathers have eaten ſour grapes, and the childrens 
teeth are ſet on edge. I preſume, Sir, that you 
yourſelf have met with ſufferings 1n your own per- 
ſon and family : I appeal to your own conſcience, 
whether you think yourſelf under the divine diſ- 
pleaſure ; and that the ſin-avenging hand of God 
1 is upon you either for your own, or for your fore- 
nh | fathers ſins, becauſe of theſe ſuffetings? I conclude, 
[1 | that there is much ſuffering 1n the world, which 
| | ought not to be ſcored up on the tally of puniſh- 
1 ment. | | 
| I come now to take my leave with you at this 
| | time, and crave leave to aſſure you, that I have 
| looked upon you as a ſcholar, as a gentleman, and 
as a profeſſed minifter of the goſpel of Chriſt z and 
beg leave to aſſure you, that I am not conſcious 
to myſelf, that I have treated you with indecency 
or ill manners. I further add, that when I wrote 
my New Year's Gift, I did not know which ſide of 
the queſtion you were of. You might have* been 
entirely of my way of thinking, for. any thing I 
then knew to the contrary z but I aflure you, Sir, 
that if J had known your ſentiments then, as well 
as I do now, I ſhould have wrote the ſame things 
without variation; for I conclude with the Apoſtle, 
that if I ſhould ſeck to pleaſe men, I ſhould not be the 
 fervant of Chriſi, I further aſſure you, that I think 
the cauſe, which I am engaged in, is a cauſe worth 
contending for, and for that realon I have thus 
engaged further in it; and give you and others to 
underſtand, that I ſtill retain the ſame opinion. 
What the event may be I know not, but willingly 
leave to him who is the wiſe diſpoſer of all things, 
and gladly recommend it to his bleſſing, which 
maketh rich. Nevertheleſs, methinks I eaſily fore- 
ſce what the event will be; if any miniſter ſhould, 
through more zeal than knowledge, cenſure this 
| perform- 
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performance as coming from hell, or ſhould con- 
ſign me over to the devil and his angels, I eaſily 
foreſee, that the leſs knowing part of the audience 
will have their minds filled with a horrid gloom, 
while the more ſagacious will have their cheeks 
filled with ſmiles, and their mouths with laughter. 
Bur as you, Sir, are a ſcholar and a gentleman, 
don't expect ſuch treatment at your hands; but 
dare appeal to your own conſcience, whether you 
think the doctrine J have maintained, does in the 
leaſt vilify the name of God? I intreat you to make 
favourable allowances for the meanneſs of my ſtile ; 
I hope you will conſider, that, I am fo wedded to a 

rural life, that I muſt ſpeak in a ruſtic ſtile, or not 
at all, If what I have done be worthy of blame, 
I beſpeak it all to myſelf. I would not that any 
innocent perſon ſhould be wounded through my 
ſides. I therefore aſſure you, that I wrote this 
without the conſent or knowledge of any man 
living : and herein I hope I have done nothing to 
incur your diſpleaſure, at leaſt not fo far as to cauſe 
you to withdraw that noble character from me 
(which you ſo publickly gave me on the goth of 
January laſt) even that of a bold writer. My de- 
ſign 1s to be always valiant for the truth ; but my 
purpoſe and reſolution is to join the meekneſs of 
the lamb, and the innocence of the dove, with 
the boldneſs of the lion, 
But if you ſhould think that ſome paſſages carry 
in them the nature of reproof, I hope you will 
not think them ſevere, beyond what the nature of 
the argument will well bear; and in this caſe I 
ſhall not aſk your pardon, but boldly demand your 
favour and friendſhip ; for I am aſſured by che wiſe 
Solomon, that he that rebuketh a man, afterwards ſhall 
fimd more favour than be that flattereth with the longue, 
Prov. xxviii. 23. I hope that you will never give 
me any cauſe to repent for truſting to Solomon's 
judgment, 


| (8) 
judgment. Solomon alſo faith, Rebuke a wiſe man, 
he will love thee, Prov. ix. 8, Hence I note 


two things; h, that wiſe men may ſometimes do 
things worthy' of reproof ; for the wiſdom of the wiſe 
is ſometimes deſtroyed, and the underſtanding of the pru- 
dent is bid, as 1 verily think yours was on the 3015 
of Fanuary laſt ; and 2dly, T obſerve that wiſe men 
love thoſe that reprove them, None but ſcorners and 


_ wicked men hate reprovers, Prov. ix. 7. Thus Solo- 


mon ſpeaks ; He that reproveth a ſcorner getteth to him- 


felf ame; and be that rebuketh a wicked man, getteth 


himfelf a blot : reprove not a ſcorner, left be hate thee, 
Hence, Sir, yqu may eaſily diſcern the good opi- 
nion that I have of you, and the great confidence 
1 place in you, or elſe you muſt think that there 


is ſomething very extraordinary in me to run the 


deſperate riſk of getting a blot and ſhame from 


the hatred of a man of your warmth and power. 


But if, after all, you ſhould think that ſome 
expreſſions have the tincture of ſeverity in them, 
I beg leave to aſſure you, that it hath and ſhall be 
abundantly made up to you in my ſincere wiſhes 
for your welfare and happineſs. I entreat you to 
take the following as a ſpecimen of the whole, 

I wiſh you, Sir, all peace and pleaſantneſs, a 
good underſtanding, and a -happy increaſe in all 
grace and virtue; and, in one word, all happineſs 
in both worlds ; | 


Aid am 
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8 & ) Your fincere Friend, 
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